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Judging Guidelines for Online Competitions 

 

Judging should be to KC Rules, Regulations and Standards – as the long term aim 

is that these new format competitions will become licenced in the future. 

Courses will need to be designed with the viewing point in mind.  Judges are 

reccomended to establish a judging location at the edge of the ring. This means 

that the competitor can utilise a camera on a tripod if they wish, or a handheld 

camera operator (a helper).  If a judging location is set within the course this 

means that the competitor will require a camera person who can pan around as 

they complete the course. This neccessity for a helper will need to be 

highlighted to competitors at an early stage – as it may restrict competitors  

who do not have easy access to an assistant.  

Judges should keep the judging location to the edge of the ring in Levels 1-3. 

Levels 4-6 courses may indicate a judging point which requires camera panning 

around the ring.  

When designing courses for Level 3 and above we advise against setting the 

offset figure eight exercise – due to difficulty in verification of the food in the 

food bowls, being the same for every round in the class. 

Ring sizes – Levels 1 & 2 = 8x12 m. This is likely to fit into more training venues! 

Level 3 & 4 = 12x12m.  

The judge will watch each round once, without pausing the video or rewinding. A 

scribe should be available to mark the score sheet. The scribe may be physically 

present with the Judge or may be remote – utlising either a video or audio link 

(e.g. webcam/skype/telephone/dictaphone). 

Due to the remote nature and new concept of KC Rally online competitions 



 
 

            www.RallyOnline.org  

Judges are reminded to watch closely and mark what they see accordingly.  

At the start of each video, but BEFORE the round commences each competitor 

will show that their dog is wearing a flat collar,  then hold up their identification 

number AND the Bonus sign if they have decided to attempt that exercise. This 

is to ensure that their collar /lead combination is appropriate AND to 

demonstrate that they do not have anything else in their hands. Once they put 

the signs down they will cross the start line in their own time.  

If the competitor holds up their number and a blank sign this indicates that 

they are not going to attempt the bonus. 

Judges may choose to time the competitors round. The Chief Steward will have 

already timed  all the rounds at the stage of entry confirmation. When 

considering the placings for awards it will be at the judges discretion as to 

which timing is utilised. However the same individual’s timing (either Judge or 

Chief Steward) will be used for every round in the class – to ensure consistency. 

Prior to entries opening  - Judges may request that the Chief Steward arranges 

for a test dog /handler combination to work the round and a film to be viewed, 

to confirm any design issues. Please ensure early provision of courses to enable 

this to be accomodated if requested - minimum two weeks before courses are 

due to be posted onto the website. The test dog/handler combination will not 

participate in the class. 

Judges will make themselves available for online questions from competitors in 

the week prior to the event via the Show Management (times will be put on the 

website by the Show Management, who will liaise with the Judge about 

availability). This is the equivalent of the walk through. The  Judge can choose 

to join in discussion with competitors prior to entries closing, or change the 

time they will be available so that the organisers can publish the changes.  

This question answering will take place both by reply email to the competitor 

submitting a question, and via the RallyOnline Facebook Group.  The Judge can 

choose to answer directly or via the Show Management.  
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If anything crops up with the competitors questions that the Judge or Show 

Management feel it is appropriate to share with all competitors then we will 

update the website to make this information available to all. 


